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Swatara  (Tolies iate  Unstitute 

TIoaestowu.TCebanon  (TountY^^a. 


By  Simon  J.  Woelfly 


Swatara  Collci^iatc  InsticiUc  wa>  erected  a little  north  of  the 
town  (now  the  boron, i^h)  of  Jonestown,  under  an  act  of  incor- 
l)oration  graiited  January  rt.  -j.SyfjS''  to  W illianrA.  llarry,  M.D., 
Joseph  r.oni^,  William  WoelHw  Samuel  K.  I'reichler.  M.n., 
Xapoleon  Desh,  John  Capj;  and  Henrv  J.  Meily.  incor])orators. 

The  caarner-stone  was  laid  Aiyi^ust  20.  1S58.  with  iiu])res- 
sive  ceremonies  h\-  the  Masonic  fraternit\'  of  Lebanon,  together 
with  a ]xirade  and  lar,2^e  demonstration  participated  in  h\’ 
the  i)rospective 'scholars  who  were  enrolled  duriipL;  the  summer 
aud  winter  of  1S58  for  attendance  in  the  Institute,  as  will  lx.' 
shown  further  on.  d'he  inscripti(')ii  on  the  corner-stone  was, 
‘‘lleur\-  .M . I’hillips,  S.  M.  8th  Mo.  20th  Da.  ,\.  L.  5858." 

d'he  followiiny  is  a cop\'  of  the  Constitution  of  .8w.atar<i 
C'ollye^iate  Institute: 

PRRA.MIILL. 

■‘Inasmuch  as  no  government  is  so  free-as  that  u])held  h\  the 
affections  of  the  people:  no  c(immumt\  >o  happ\'  as  th;it  in 
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which  the  youth,  by.  a proper  education,  is  disciplined  to  the 
exercise  of  all  the  moral  virtues  that  ennoble  human  nature  and 
the  object  of  such  mental  discipline  being  not  only  to  make  a 
moral  aiid  virtuous  community,  but  to  establish  habits  of  quick, 
accurate  and  profound  thought,  and  to  give  .skill  in  the  applica- 
tion of  principles  in  all  the  practical  departments  and  businesses 
of  life,  and  knowing  this  can  be  best  accomplished  by  promoti.ng 
education,  science  and  literature,  by  means  of  well-conrlucted 
institutions  of  learning." 

'‘We  citizens  of  Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania,  having  lo- 
cated near  Jonestown  such  an  Institution  for  the  purQa&e  above 
mentioned,  have  drafted  the  following  articles ; 

“Section  i.  There  shall  be  and  is  hereby  es^blished  in 
the  Township  of  Swatara  in  the  County  of  Lebanon,  ^ Seminary 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  youth  in  the  languages,  useful 
arts  and  sciences  and  general  literature,  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  of  Sw.vTARA  Collegiate  Institute  of  Jonestown.’" 


“Section  2.  That  the  Institution  shall  be  under  the  man- 
agement. direction  ami  government  of  thirteen  directojs,  and 
until  others  shall  be  elected,  hereafter  provided:  said  directors 
shall  consist  of  John  Brunner.  John  Capp.  William  .\.  Barr\-. 
Henry  J."  Meily,  Cyrus  Schools.  Jefferson  Shirk.  William 
Woeltiy,  Napoleon  Desh.  Joseph  Long,  David  Rank,  David  M. 
Rank,  Jacob  L.  Leberman  and  Moses  Arndt,  and  their  succes- 
sors to  be  elected  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  forever  and  thev 
are  hereby  created,  established  and  declared  to  be  one  body  poli- 
tic and  corporate  with  perpetual  succession  in  deed  and  in  jaw  bv 
name,  style  and  title  of  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute,  and  by  the 
same  shall  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in 
all  courts  of  fecord  and  elsewhere,  and  shall  be  capable  in^Law 
and  equity  to  take  'and  hold  to  them,  or  their  successors  for  riie 
use  of  said  Institute,  any  estate  in  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
rnevts,  goods  and  chattels,  stock,  money,  or  other,  effects,  of 
jwhat  kind,  nature  or  quality  soever,  by  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale, 
conveyance,  devise  or  bequest,  from  any  person  or  [persons 
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wlipsoevcr  capable  of  making  the  same,  provided  that  the  clear 
yeirly  value  or  increase  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  held  by 
saiti  institution  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  sum  of  Two 
Hiousand  Dollars  and  the  same  fro>n  time  to  time,  to  grant, 
bargain,  sell, demise,  lease,  place  out  at  interest,  or  otherwise 
dispose  of,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Institute,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  rents,  profits,  income  and  interest  thereof,  and  to  apply 
the  same  to  the  proper  use  of  said  Institute  and  to  erect  such 
buildings  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  generally  to  do  all 
and  singular  such  acts,  deeds,  matters  and  things,  which  shall 
be  lawful  for  them  to  do,  for  the  well-being  of  said  Institute  and 
the  due  management  thereof.” 

*'Si-:cTio.\  3.  The  said  directors  shall  cause  to  be  made  for 
their  use  one  common  seal  by  which  all  deeds,  certificates  and 
acts  of  said  corporation  shall  pass  and  be  authorized  and  the 
same  seal  at  their  pleasure  to  alter  and  renew." 

”Si-:cTio.v -4.  The  first. election  of  Directors  shall  take  place 
on  the  first  Monday  of  June.  1859.  at  the  Institute,  and  the  same 
(lay  annually  thereafter  at  sucli  time  as  may  be  appointed  In- 
said  directors-:  the  election  slrall  commence  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  and  shall  continue  until  five  o’clock,  and  shall  be 
conducted  by  two  managers  to  be  chosen  by  a majority  of  the 
stockholders  present,  at  the  time  of  commencing  said  election, 
and  the  stockholders  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  and  in  the  ratio  of  one  vote  for  each  share  of  stock  held 
by  him.  her  or  them,  or  standing  in  his  or  her  name  in  the  books 
of  corporation,  and  the  same  to  be  paid  in  full  before  they  be 
otfititled  to  vote.  The  votes  shall  be  given  by  ballot,  and  each 
ticket  shall  be  labeled  on  the  outside,  "Directors  of  Swatara 
Collegiate  Institute.”  and  shall  contain  the  names  of  thirteen 
stockholders  in  said  corporation,  and  those  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  shall  be  directors  of  the  said  institute  for  the 
ensuing  year  and  shall  continue  in  office  until  their  successors 
are  elected;  if  two  or  more  persons  have  any  equal  number  of 
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- votes,  the  managers  shall-  forthwith  decide  by  lot  which  of  said 


persons  are  elected.” 


t 


“Section  5.  The  board  of  directors,  five  of  whom  shall 
constitute  a quorum  shall  annually  at  their  first  meeting,  after 
the  election  appoint  a President  and  Secretary  of  their  own  num- 
ber and  also  a Treasurer  who  shall  be  a stockholder  and  in  case 
of  death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  serve  of  any  director  or  any 
other  officer,  the  directors  in  office  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
others  in  their  stead  until  the  next  election,  and  they  shall  also 
have  power  to  enact  such  ordinances  and  by-laws  as  may  be  nec- 
essary for  the  well  being  and  government  of  said  corporation, 
provided  that  no  ordinances  or  by-laws  shall  have  any*power  in 
effect  which  shall  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  United  States  or  this  State  or  of  this  Charter.^’  | 


“Section  6.  The  Capital  Stock  of  said  Corj^ration  shall 
be  Ten  Thousand  Dollars,  divided  in  shares  of  ten  dollars  each, 
a certificate  of  which  shall  be  issued  to  such  person  or  persons 
who  have  heretofore  subscribed  or  may  hereafter  subscribe,  and 
pay  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  buildings  for  said  Institute  in 
Jonestown,  or  to  their  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  such 
person  or  persons,  for  every  share  which  he,  she  or  they  may 
have  or  field  in  said  Corporation  which  shall  be  transferable  on 
the  books  of  said  Corporation,  either  in  person  or  by  property 
subject  to  any  payment  or  balance  due  thereon^  ^ 

“Section  7.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  be- 
longing to  the  corporation  and  pay  out  the  same  on  the  ordcf  of 
the  President  or  a majority  of  the, Directors,  and  shall  keep  a 
fair  account,  which  shall  be,  audited  and  settled  by  the  directors 
annually,  and  before  entering  on  the  duties  of  his  office  he  shall 
give  a bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties  to  be  approved 
by  the  directors  or  a majority  of  them  in  a sum  equal  to  double 
the  estimated  amount  of  money  to  be  Teceived  by  him,  condi- 
tioned for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  and  the  pay- 
ment of  all  balances  in  hij  hands,  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  his 
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successors  in  office;  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  may  receive 
»|uch  compensation  as  the  Directors  may  judge  right  and  proper, 
iut  no  other  officers  of  the  Corporation  shall  receive  any  pay  for 
services.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Directors  to  report  an- 
nually the  condition  of  the  institution,  which  report,  together 
with  all  the  books  of  the  incorporation,  shall  be  open  for  inspec- 
tion to  the  stockholders  in  said  corporation.” 

“And  now,  to  wit: November  ii,  1858,  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Lebanon  County  having  perused  and  examined 
this  instrument  and  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein 
set  forth  appearing  lawful  and  not  injurious  to  the  community, 
the  said  Court  direct  said  writing  to  be  filed  in  the_office  of  the 
Prothonotary,  and  also  direct  notice,  to  be  instituted  in  one  news- 
paper printed  in  the  County  thereof  according  to  law.” 

Of  the  original  incorporators  and  directors  none  are  now 
I ving. 

• Prof.  Isa.\c  Daniel  Rupp, 

Whilst  the  Institute  building  was  being  erected  Professor 
P.upp  for  several  months  in  the  summer  and  winter  of  1858 
taught  in  a vacant  store-room,  three  doors  west  of  southwest 
corner  of  Market  and  Lancaster  Streets.  After  the  completion 
of  the  new  building  he,  in  1859,  at  once  occupied  the  same 
together  with  the  school  he  had  already  built  up,  and  conducted 
the  same  for  a number  of  years  with  gratifying  success.  The 
structure  was.  a four-story  brick  building,  so  arranged  that 
there  was  no  association  of  the  scholars  except -in  the  recitation 
halls.  The  Christian  family  idea  was  sought  to  be  held  as  the 
foundation  of  the  entire  household  arrangement  and  govern- 
ment of  the  school. 

The  course  of  instruction  was  thorough  and  liberal  in  all 
the  branches  usually  taught  in  schools,  seminaries  and  acad- 
emies. The  school  year  consisted  of  two  terms  of  twenty-two 
weeks,  and  each  term  of  two  sessions  of  eleven  weeks. 
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The  classes  were  Primary,  GranTmar,  Mathematics,  Junior 
..  and  Senior,  along  which  were  taught  Instrumental  Musitf,  Draw- 
ing, Painting,  Fancy  Work,  Zephyr  and  Wax  Work.  • * . 

The  pupils  had  free  access  to  a well-selected  liTorary  of 
nearly  2,000  volumes,  and  a cabinet  of  minerals,  to  which  speci- 
mens were  constantly  added.  During  the  last  week  of  each 
session  the  scholars  were  publicly  examined  in  their  respective 

studies,  and  this  followed  with  literary  and  musical  soirees,  to 

• - 

which  the  patrons  of  the  school  and  others  were  invited.  The 
first  entertainment  was  held  on  September  9,  1859.  The  same 
year  a May-day  party  was  held  in  the  grove  at  the  junction  of 
the  Swataras,  near  the  aqueduct  southwest  of  Jonestown^aMiss 
Lura  Hartwell,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  assistant  teachers,  was  for 
the  occasion  crowned  with  flowers  as  May  Queen,  ind  the 
writer  was  appointed  as  her  Page  of  Honor.  The  Board  of 
Instructors  consisted  of  six  teachers,  assisted  by  the  Re4  Abra- 
ham Romich,  A.B.,  of  Jonestown,  with  Lectures  on  Moral 
.Science,  and  William  A.  Barry,  A.M.,  M.D.,  and  Samuel  K. 
Treichler,  M.D.,  with  Lectures  on  Physiology  and  Chemistry. 
The  regular  teachers,  along  with  the  Principal,  Prof.  Rupp, 
were  Prof.  Henri  Lorendi,''a  native  of  Italy,  and  a noted  aYtist 
who  taught  drawing  and  painting ; Mrs.  Lizzie  Hathaway,  of 
Philadelphia, *and  Miss  Carrie  Rupp,  who  gave  instruction  in 
fancy  work;  Miss  Lura  Hartwell,  of  'Boston,  an  assistant  to  the 
teacher  in  penmanship;  Miss  LaGrassa,  of  New  Yorlc  City,  also 
a native  of  Italy,  assisted  by  Miss  Mary  D'Aristed  Rupp,  were 
instructors  in  music.  The  latter  was  married  to  Rear  Admiral, 
Louis  Wood  Robinson,*  of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Hathaway  was 
until  recently  the  only  surviving  member  pf  the  above-named 


. ‘.Vdiniral  Robinson  died  Feb.  19,  i9°3.  and  is  buried  in  Mount  Moriah 
Cemetery,  at  Philadelphia.  Hte  was  retired  from  the  Navy,  September  21,  1901, 
th  the  rank  of  Rear  Admiral,  United  States  Navy.  Mrs.  Robinson  died  Nov. 
25,  1902.  A son.  DcWitt  C.  Robinson,  grandson  of  Prof.  I.  D.  Rupp,  is  a promi-. 
nt  attorney,  with  offices  now  at  121 1-1214  Stephm  Girard  Buildingi  on  Twelfth 
V above  Chestnut,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  , 
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Ccard  of  Instructors,  and  resided  at  Roanoke,  Virginia,  where 
shadeparted  this  life. 

A literary  society  known  as  the  Swatara  Lyceum,  and  com- 
posed of  the  students  and  professors,  was  connected  with  the 
Institute.  This  association  proved  highly  instructive  to  its 
members  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  Institute.  Of  the  efficiency, 
of  Prof.  Rupp  as  the  Principal,  and  the  high  grade  of  his  school, 
many  testimonials  were  given  at  the  time,  of  which  we  here  give 
a few : 

“The  Principal  pays  the  utmost  attention  to  the  pupils 
under  his  charge,  and  by  his  ability  has  secured  for  thcL  Institute 
a reputation  second  to  no  educational  establishment  in  the 
State.” — Miners’  Journal  {PottST.’ille,  Pa.). 

“Tho.se  who  value  a good  education,  and  a desirable  place 
to  obtain  it,  will  do  well  to  patronize  the  Institute.” — Church 
.idvocate  (Harrisburg.  Pa.). 

T • 

“Under  the  present  Principal,  the  Institute  will  be  one  of 
the  best  cofiducted  in  the  State.” — H untnigdoii  Journal. 

“.A  competent  teacher  is  at  the  head  of  the  Institution,  and 
I)upils  gei'icrallr  progress  rapidly.’’-7-yTrA’  Republican. 

“The  Institution  is  under  the  supervision  of  a gentleman 
of  literary  acquirements,  and  it  is  well  wortliy  to  be  patronized.” 
— Ha'novcr  S pcctator. 

These  co?ninendations  were  not  e.xaggeratecf  in  the  least. 
.Many  of  those  who  had  here  laid  the  ground-work  of  their 
education  afterwards  became  prominent  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
in  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  Churches  in  this  and  other 
States,  and  others  as  lawyers,  doctors  and  businessmen. 

The  school  had  a large  attendance  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,*  and  was  filled  to  the  utmost  capacity.  It  is  impossible 
at  this  time  to  name  from  among  its  pupils  all  who  aferwards 
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became  prominent. 'but  sneh  as  I can  recall  are:  Revs.  David  I). 
Leberinan."  John  J.  Leberman,  D.D..t  David  Schaub.i 
Charles  H.  !\Iutchlcr  and  .Samnel  A.  Leinbach.  all  ministers 
of  the  Reformed  Church:  Thomas  D.  Yeager. § Harrv  C. 
Philips.  Kphraim  ().  (Jilbcrt.  Ltither  .A.  Leberman.  .Abraham 
Miller  f manufacturer  of  organs  and  pianos.  Lebanon,  Pa.). 
David  G.  Smith.  William  Peliney.  Joseph  Pehney.  Simon  |. 
Raley.  John  .A.  Capp.  M.D..  Solomon  L.  P>ean.  Simon  D.  P>ean, 
Thomas  J.  Lesher.  .Adam  Long.  Christian  P>atdorf.  Peter  P». 
Pmrgner.  Edward  Long.  Henry  E.  Eshelman,  Calvin  Desh. 
Thomas  11.  l>runner,  Simon  J.  Woelfly,  Tliomas  H.  Phillips, 
Joseph  Leon  Bennet  Gilbert,  Z.  T.  Gingrich,  John ^ Hunsicker 
and  a number  of  others.  Man\-  of  those  who  had  been  pupils 
of  this  school  afterwards  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Civil 


War. 

# 

* Rev 

. Onviil  l! 

1.  i.eherman 

* 

di«-d  Jatm.iry  1.  1.890.  ami  is  buried  at  Mead- 

vilb-.  Pa. 

• Rev.  Iclm  J. 
Reformed  Church  in 
S\nod.  in'  1 8S9.  lie 

1 elicrman. 

1879,  and 
was  pa.stof 

D.D..  was  President-  of  the  Ohio  Synod  of  the 
again  in  1890.  and  \'icc-Prcsident  of  General 
at  Louisville,  Ohio.  a7'Z  years:  Beaver.  Ohio,  i 

>car;  I niic.Ts(cr.  OI>io.  j'i  years,  ami  Ilrailtlock.  Pa.,  since  1905  to  the  present  time. 

tRev.  lOvid  Y.  -Schanb  dicil  Octol>ci  jn.  189a.  amU  is  bnricil  at  Obi  Zion- 
villc  Reformed  Chnrcli.  Pa. 

5Tbomas  I").  Yeager,  horn  and  reared  at  Jone>^own.  attended  its  pnblic 
schools  an<^  later  Swalara  t'ldlegialc  Institute,  after  w^iicb  for  several  \c.irs  he 
latight  the  lligh  School  of  Jonestoun.  and  their  cntere^^Frankliii  and  .Marshall 
College,  at  I.ancastcr.  Pa.  When  the  call  for  troops  was  issnttl  during  the  Civil 
War,  he  left  college,  and  on  July  a.  1S63  enlistetl  jn  the  48th  Regt.,  Emergency 
Troops,  with  the  ratik  of  cor]>oraI  of  Co.  D,  an<l  was  discharged  .\ugust  a6,  186,;. 
.\fterwards  he  enlisted  in  the  Signal  Corps,  United  States  .\rmy,  on  March  31. 
1864.  .\t  Fisher  Hill,  \ irginia,  whilst  carrying  a dispatch  to  Gen.  W.  W.  .^verill. 

a horse  was  shot  from  under  him  and  the  spur  off  his  left  ' heel;  he,  however, 
escaping  with  only  slight  bruises^ caused  by  falling  over  the  head  of  his  horse.  He 
was  dischargeti  July  a6,  1865.  He  was  Deputy  Postmaster  at  Lebanon  from  1870 
to  .\ugust  I,  1871,  and  was  then  appointerl  to  a clerkship  in  the  Pension  ISurcati 
at  Washington,  I)  .C.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Law  Department  (National 
University),  May,  1873;  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  Court 
District  of  Columbia,  an<l  January.  1873.  was  admitted  to  p-'actice  before  the 
Courts  of  Lebanon  Coiinty,  Pa.  In  1884  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Principal  Examiner,  Pension  Bureau,  and  .\pril,  1903.  was  appointed  Private  .Sec- 
retary to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  is 
also  the  .\gent  of  the  Board  of  ^fanagers.  National  Home  for  1 I ):sableil  \ (dnntccr 
Soldiers. 
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I After  Prof.  Rupp’s  resignation  of  the  school,  which  was 
niujh  to  tire  regret  of  its  patrons,  the  property  was  sold  at 
Sheriff’s  sale  by  Sheriff  Samuel  Houck,  January  lo,  i86i,  and 
was  bought  in  by  several  of  the  original  stockholders,  namely: 
William  A.  Barry,  John  Brunner,  Napoleon  Desh,  Samuel  K. 
Treichler,  John  Capp.  William  Woelfly.  Henry  J.  Meily,  and 
Joseph  Long. 

Riiv.  Cn.vRLEs  A.  VV’yetii. 

The  school  was  then  reorganized  with  Rev.  Charles 
A.  Wyeth  as  Principal.  Many  of  the  former  pupils,  among 
whom  were  William  M.  Bohr,  Geo.  W.  Ellis.  Gea  Uhland. 
John  C.  Lentz,  Wm.  R.  Woelfly,  Thos.  H.  Capp,  Geo.  S.  Capp. 
Harry  Schaeffer,  Erastus  K.  Woelfly^  Jacob  M.  Groh,  Frank 
Schaeffer,  Simo«  G.  Boltz,  Charles  A.  Bowman,  Z.  T.  Gingrich. 
S.  J.  Woelfly,  J.  Frank  Troxel  and  others  attended  the  Institute 
under  his  Principalship.  He  also  had. a competent  corps  of 
teachers,  viz:  ^Charles  S.  Wyeth,  Miss  Bemarda  Hood,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Music;  Miss. Helen  Ann  Crain,  of  Springjield. 
Vt..  Music*and  Drawing,  and  a French  lady  in  Drawing. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wyeth  continued  from  1861  to  1 866* when  he  re- 
signed, and  the  school  remained  closed  for  several  years. 

Rev.  Ei)w.\ri>  J.  Koo.ws. 

In  .August,  1870,  the  property  was  purchased  by  Rev. 
Edward  J.  Koons.*  After  remodelling  the  building,  he  opened 
the  school  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  as  a private 
Ixjarding  and  day  school,  for  both  sexes,  until  noon,  March 
8,  1875,  when,  through  a defective  flue,  the  building  was  entire- 
ly destroyed  by  fire.  During  the  early  morning  and  forenoon 
a fresh  snow  over  a foot  deep  had  fallen  on  top  of  the  snow  al- 
ready on'  the  ground,  making  it  difficult  for  the  people  with 
engine  to  reach  the  fire. 

M’rof.  Koons  purchasol  the  property,  consisting  at  that  time  of  the  building  anil 
three  <j)  acres  and  one  hundred  and  ten  (no)  perches  of  ground,  for  the  small 
^iim  of  twciity-hve  hundreil  dollars  ($j5oo.oo). 


31  i.i-:ka\on  COl M V mistokicai.  socii-my  _ 

IV-'f.  !>'.  a !i"'I  '>t  iru-nil-.  :’.iiairil:aul\ 

ntaiU-  ]MV]>araU"Hs  l"  rro>‘ii'inK-i  tlu-  Imili I Ik-  n<  u 
structure  \\  .a<  o •mplciol  at  a cust  < >l  SiS.tXH).  anil  ilc  licatol 
( tetoher- - 1 . receiv'iii^'  the  name  "I  ‘■lleiliwau  I lall.  " iu 

h«>in>r  nf  ll'Ui.  laci'lt  t i.  I le;!uian,  tlir>  >U‘_;Ii  uli(».e  unurin.;  lai- 
cru;A  tile  ri<'lV>S"r  ua-  riial»lcil  ti>  ivlault!. 

Ii  ua'  I 'lie  >if  tlu-  tiiii  't  ]>n\aA-  i;i>t;tuti<>u>  lU  K armir;  in 
I'a'ti  ru  I ’ciiu-^\  1\ aitia.  ami  ua-'  supplieil  with  afl  tlu-  im>(K-rii 
iitijiri 'Veiueuts.  sueli  a>  li;^!itiu'^.  hot  air  Iu-atiu;Lf  aiul  >u  ou. 

\iU'‘Uu  tile ' stiulciit'  were  l\ev.  Mtei  -dofe  K.  Seliutaitck. 
l.).ll,  l\e\ . I '|>liraini  S.  r«r' >wmniller.  1 ).!)..  and  ke-NH*S"l<  iui«  »ii 
I’..  Siui>|),  uli->  u<‘\\  rank  anii>ni4‘  the  pn->ntineut  an  1 leading 
eler^\inen  of  the  Ltttherati  ( hurch  in  America,  h >^n  Bradford. 
M.lV.  h>hu  1\.  keiiit  >».hl.  .M.l')..  I I«>n.  Ik  I < l«.-rl^erich.  M.l).. 
lolui  Ik  I'hrich.  I'.xj..  j<thu  ( i.  I l:iu-r.  l-.dwarcb  S< imiehorn. 
IViuard  Lehm.an.  lohn  1 1 interleiter.  I.<'u;>  A.  Weher.  M.l).. 
Kichaad  h>iie^.  W . II.  l.entz.  (lenr^e  C'laii;.  kfaiik  I less. 
C'harie.'^  I’.ehm.  |)aniel  l.hricli.  I■.<lwarll  .\;  Shaud.  L.  Ikilman 
Rank.  \\  illiain  1\.  \\tn.lll\  . <ie«ir^e  ifaim  r.  Irvin  t 1.  .Melli't  and 
u :;p'  Mther"  tfi'iii  all  jiart>  .>i  tlu-  .'''t.ile. 

I he  liti  rar\  v,  ieu-i\  durin*...;'  l‘rnl.  knnus’  pi  i^'^e.-'.-'ii  >ii  and 
prmci]  i.aKhi] ' "l  tlu  'ch'"'l.  wa^  knuv.n  as  "1  In-  1 )e!phi 
l.vceum."  - 

I he  It  )Ili  >v\  iuL:  teaclvei  > assi.^tetl  rrnf.  I\t  ;i')n'.  nanieK  : 

Jnhn  .\U-iI\-.  I r..  I-k"(i..  Luther  k'.  Ilouck;  l•'.s(|..  I’rol.  .'-'aiiuiel  l’>. 
(Ifith.  1 lon./rhonias  11.  La])])  and  Rev.  Ilarrv  Ik  .Strodach.  the 
latter  afrerwar<ls  a proHiinent  and  ahle  Lutheran  .minister  at 
1 hi M iklvn..\'  Lrot.  koons  sold  the  properlv  in  iSj*).  Ihe 

school  huikliii”  afterwards  was  converted  into  an  "(  )r])han>' 
1 hiine.  " under  the  charge  of  the  I’rotvslant  l-.piscojial  ( hnreh. 


• Mu*  w ort*  •rhai  r«*  i i aii‘l 

lit'  amifumcr*!  i lie  mj;  »*f  tlir  \\t»rk  t»f  clraiinit;  away  lli*-  c-\rn 

Soino  ili«-  J)t»yv  of  ainotiif  wlu»m  vwi\*  Kra^iii'^  K..  Wodriy.  W in.  K.  W ocitly 

IarW-*n*  "MoVt.r  orieriil  tlioir  '•ci  vitfs  -iiinl  . winki  il  lik'c  nit;ji  at  ^ Uaiiin'w; 
l.iick.  fUL.  uniif  all  u a<*  d«.'w:v*l  away  an<l  rt-a*ly  f..r  tlu*  Vnirklaye: 
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Church  Home 


Thi.s  dnirch  [lonie  aiul  tlio  ijToun<l  which  ’ ii  occupies, 
which  is.  as  already  sliown,  an  institution  for  the  care  of  orpiian> 
and  other  destitute  children,  is  under  the  auspices  of  tlic' 
Jipiscopal  Church.  The  property,  formerly  known  as  ■‘Heil- 
man I fall.  ’ built  upon  the  same  site  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Swatara  Ci>lle.i;iate  Institute,  was  purchased  hv  Mrs.  Williaju 
Coleman,  of  Cornwall.  Lebanon  County.  I 'a,,  in  .Mav  1878.  for 
$t  0.500,00, 


Mrs.  Coleniaii.  also,  purchased  additional  adjoinint^  pro[>- 
erty,  and  being  a devout  and  generous  member  of  the ^^otestiuit 
Episcopal  Church,  donated  the  entire  premises  to  the  Diocese  of 
Central  Pennsylvania,  deeding  it  to  Bishop,  the  Rt.^Rev.  M.  A. 
DeWolfe  Howe.  D.D.,  by  whom  after  its  incorporation  it  was 
deeded  to  a r>oard  of  Directors. 


d he  home  was  open  f('>r  the  recejjtion  of  children  Xovem- 
per  JO.  1881.  atul  the  following  December  with  two  inmates, 
one  boy  and  one  girl,  both  from  Lewistown.  IH..  formally 
opened  bv  Bishop  Howe.  The  Home  now  has  20  bo\  s and 
'7  .?irls.  am:  sineo  its  first  opening  has  cared  for  1U5  children. 
The  home  was  dedicated  December  2(>.  1881.  The  house  is  a 
tliree-stofy  brick  building,  with  a two-story  brick  anne.K  erected 
in  ihj  summer  and  fall  of  Kp6  and  occupied  November  Kpotc 

The  buildin.g  has  a basement  and  tc^wer.  taces  the  south,  and 
stands  on  an  elevation  a few  scpiares  north  of  Market . Scpiare. 
lonestown.  About  thirteen  acres  of  ground  belong  to*  the 
Home.  A grjinil  view  is  afforded  from  the  toj)  of  the  tower, 
ranging  over  a wide  country,  east  and  west,  from  the  Sus<pic- 
hanna  and  Sehuylkill  rivers'' . 


The  new  structure  was  at  first  built  in  the  shape  of  the 
letter  1,  with  a frontage  on  the  south  .sidy  of  50  feet  and  greatest 

•Itotli  Inilian  n.Tims. 

Latter,  •‘tl'<l<len  creek," 


Ttie  former  >i>;iiihev  “Mii.lijy  or  umi'.iii,,'  ri\,  i the 
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de|)th  on  west  side  of  8o  feet.  Xeed  lor  more  room  in  the  in- 
stil|,ition  increased  so  much  as  to  lead  the  Board  of  Directors  to 
erect  an  addition  to  the  building'  as  already  alluded  to. 

The  building  is  now  supplied  with  steam  heat,  gas  light, 
water,  toilet  and  bath-rooms,  a fine-toned  tower-bell,  parlor, 
chapel,  school,  dining-room  and  dormitories,  all  furnished  with’ 
nHxlern  conveniences  and  appliances.  On  the  premises  are  also 
vaults,  tool  and  implement  house  and  other  out-buildings,  two 
large  playgrounds,  making  this  Home  with  the  aforesaia  appli- 
ances. a desirable  place  for  the  orphanless. 

Children  of  both  sexes  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10.  but 
not  under  5.  are  received,  and  retained  till  of  an  age  and  educa- 
tion to  enable  them  to  care  for  themselves,  which  age  is  usually 
fourteen  years  for  boys  and  eighteen  years  for  girls,  when  the 
management  arranges  to  secure  good  homes  for  them. 

Children  of  the  parents  of  any  nationality,  color,  or  creed 
(religion)  are ‘received,  the 'ouly  condition  required  for  aflmis- 

sion  being  that  of  need  and  friendlessness. 

# 

T he  institution  gets  its  support  from  those  liberally  disposed 
and  is  dejx-ndent  upon  the  alms  of  such,  and  the  Sunday  ScluX)ls 
a.nd  Churche.s  nf  the  Diocese  of  L'entr<il  IXnnsylvania.  T'he 
present  expenses  of  the  llome  are  about  $5000.  per  year. 

Riw.  \i,i'Ki:i)  .M.  .\i:i'.i.. 

T he  fir.->t  acting  W tirden  of  the  Home  was  Re\'.  (^  . 1 lare,  ol 
Lebanon,  and  the  Rev.  .\Ifred  M.  .\bel.  Chaplain,  with  .Miss 
.\ngeline  I.  Conklin,  were  the  officers  m charge,  with  one  teach- 
er, .Miss  Sarah  C.  I’endleton.  the  latter  three  residing  at  the 
Home.  The  Home"  was  incorporated  September  i<y  1888,  but 
its  charter  was  subsef|uently  amended.  Cnder  this  amended 
charter' thirtv-oue  per.sons  constifhte  its  Board  of  Directors,  e^f 
which  the  Rt.  Rev.  F.thelbert  T'albot.  D.D..  LL.D.,  Bishop  of 
C'enUral-  I’enHsylvania.  is-  the  l.’resident  ; Rev.  R.enjamin  F. 

T liomp>on.  of  Reading.  I’a..  A ice  President:  W . K.  .\Iricks, 
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Esq.,  of  Harrisburg^,  Treasurer.  - Rev.  John  .Mitchel  Pag;e.  who 
is  Warden  of  the  Home,  and  Rev.  .-Vlfred  M.  .\bel.  House  father 
also,  are  members.  Other  members  of  the  Poar.cH  (g^entlemen 
and  ladies)  are  from  Lebanon.  Reading;.  1‘ottsville.  and  other 
places  in  Central  Pennsylvania. 

There  is  an  E.xecutivc  Committee,  all  the  members  of  which 
are  residents  of  Lebanon  County,  which  committee  transacts  the 
business  of  the  Church  Home  in  intervals  between  the  meeti.ngjs 
of  the  Board.  The  Rector  of  St.  Luke's  Church.  Lebanon.  War- 
den of  the  Home,  is  e.x-officio  chairman  of  this  committee. 

There  is  an  .excellent  and  competent  corps  of  teachers,  as 
well  as  matrons.  emplo\ed  to  assist  Rev.  M.  .Abel^-tke  House 
father,  who  has  served  in  that  capacity  since  i88i.  when  it  was 
first  opened,  and  is  still  serving;  as  such.  | 


Ntiiiio  Ilf  ilii-  lir-t  huililiiig.  ".Samara  Collegiate  liislittite.” 
Iniilding.  eallcil  ’'lleilinaii  llall,"  and  now  ilie  "t  •uircli 

The  bell  on  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute  was  almost  destroyed  at  the  time  of 
the  fire.  When  the  new  building  (Heilman  Hall)  was  creefeil.  Camp  58.  P.  O.  S. 
of  .\..  presented  a new  bell,  in  which  were  contained  eight  pounds  of  metal  of 
the  old  bell.  This  bell  bears  the  following  inscriptions;  "Buckeye  Bell  1'oundkv 
— 1875.”  "S'VAT.sRA  Institute  Bell  Destroyed  by  Fire  March  8.  1875."  “Re- 
placed BY  Donation  from  WASHiftCTON  Camp  No.  58.  P.  O.  S.  of  A.,  Jonestown, 
Pa."  “\'anduzen  i Tift,  Ci nci .nN ati.”  1C  (Initials  of  Jesus  Christ").  "Cloriae 
Sanctissimaf.  Trinttatis”  (To  the  Glory  of  the  most  Holy  Trinity). 

The  tower  bell  on  weekdays  is  rung  three  times  each  day.  6 a.  m.,  11.^0 
A.  M.  and  at  5.30  p.  m.,  and  on  Sundays  for  church  services,  whether  they  are 
held  in  the  churcli  on  South  Lancaster  street  or  in  the  chapel  at  the  Home. 

During  the  time  o?  the  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute  and  Heilman  Hall,  the 
bell  was  rung  at  the  same  time  as  now,  but  the  morning  ringing  was  precetled  by 
three  taps  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Trinity  (the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit). 


.Note.  — I he  corner 
was  placed  into  the  new 
Home." 


I'l.dl-.  N \.U  DaXIII,  Ixl'I'C. 


IVot.  i >aac  I )amel  !vu|)j).  xai  <>l  (icnr^c  Riip]),  ua-'  horn 
July  lo,  iSo:^.  in  u'lial  now  known  a>  1 lamiKltni  tt>w!i>ln]), 
LuinlHrland  count \.  I’a..  >onu'  h\c  miles  west  ot  the  Susque- 
hanna ri\er. 

llis  ctrand taiher.  |olKl'^  Rnpi).  was  a native  of  Iveihen.  in 
the  !)ailiwick  ot  Sinsheim.  ( .nind  lHich\  ol  I laden.  (lermam  . 
who  enn<yrated  to  America  in  1751.  ;md  settled  hr.st  in  what  i'- 
now  l.ehanon  C'ounl\,  hut  euhseipientlv  moved  to  Cumberland 
Cmmty.  I'a. 

Prof.  !\u])])'>  eai'h  education  was  acipiired  in  the  midst  of. 
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llw  limited  opportunities  tor  such  a purpose  the  times  then  af- 
touled.  lie.  however,  had  a strong:  desire  for  kno\v1edp;^e.  and 
beiiiij  a ililigent  student,  made  ijood  use  of  the  means  which 
were  at  hand  for  accpiiriipc^  an  etlucation.  llis  |>arent.s  had 
oriqfinallv  destined  him  for  the  occupation  of  farmiiu,o  A severe 
illness,  which  overtook  him  when  al)out  twenty  vears  of  ap;e. 
however,  changed  his  plans.  It  was  then  determined  that  he 
should  become  a physician,  and  with  this  object  in  view,  he  took 
up  a definite  line  of  studies,  including  mathematics,  geometrx . 
history,  the  English.  French,  Dutch  ( Hollandish ) . Latin.  (Ireek 
and  Hebrew  languages  and  certain  (Others  bearing  directK'  upon 
the  profession  in  view. 

After  he  had  been  thus  engaged  .for  about  tu  ' 


love  for  stiulv  C(^ntinuall\'  increasing  and  carrying 


to  change  his  plans.  Instead  of  becoming  a physician,  he  con- 
cluded to  devote  his  life  to  teaching,  as  this  would  alTord  him 
special  opp<wtunities  f(~)r  following  up  his  favorite  pursuits,  as 
well  as  promise  him  greater  financial  advantages. 

We  accordinglv  find  him  devoting  a large  portion  (.>f  his 
life  ti)  this  one  profession.  During  a perio<l  of  at  least  twent\ 
years,  extendiiig  from  1827  to  1801.  with  (xrcasional  intervals, 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  schools  of  ditiferenL  grades,  in 
several  counties  of  I *enns\lvania.  and  in  1 lamilte)n  Count\. 
( )hio.  He  was  the  first  I’rincipal  of  Swatara  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute. at  Jonest(')wn.  La.,  and  this  schoe)l  was  the  last  one  coli- 
ducted  by  him^aml  under  bis  charge.  large  number  of  per- 
sons received  the  rudiments  of  their  education  from  him.  and 
pride  themselves  on  this  fact,  and,'  gratefully  recollecting  the 
man  for  his  sterling  qualities  and  for  his  efficiency  as  a teacher, 
to  this  (lay  hokl  his  'naemory  in  high  esteem. 

He  early  evinced  a marked  fondness  for  historical  ^tudies. 
e-.espetjiallv  as  these  related  to  his  native  .State,  and  thht  particular 
portion  of  its  people  to  which  his- ancestors  belonged.  To  gratifv 


it  a growing  distaste  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  was  led 
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li^s  taste  in  this  direction,  he  employed  the  intervals  between  his 
periods  of  teaching,  in  carrying  out  plans  for  bringing  himself 
in\o  contact  with  such  people  in  various  counties  in  the  State 
as  could  furnish  him  access  to  desired  sources  of  historical  in- 
formation and  of  which  he  sought  to  avail  himself.  Every  op- 
portunity of  this  kind  was  eagerly  utilized  by  him,  and  he  thus 
became  an  e.Kpert  interpreter  of  historical  matter.  He  traveled 
with  his  e\es  and  ears  open,  in  diligent  pursuit  of  information, 
and  with  a discriminating  hand  made  note  of  everything  worthv 
of  preservation.  Archives  were  carefully  and  thoroughly 

searched,  and  many  important  facts  buried  for  years  were  thus 
brought  to  light.  In  this  way,  he  gathered  a vast_amount  of 
historical  material,  a large  portion  of  which  he  embodied,  at 
different  times,  in  as  many  as  seven  large  volumes, detailing  the 
history  of  somt  twenty-one  different  counties  of  his  native  State, 
and  left  on  hand  a large  amount  which  has  not  yet  been  given 
to  the  public. 

In  addition  to  his  important  historical'  work,  he 
paid  much  attention  to  the  matter  of  translations  and  compila- 
tions. of*v  hich  latter,  besides  his  seven  historical  volumes,  he 
published  as  high  as  eighteen  in  number,  of  various  sizes,  and 
on  as  mail)'  different  to{)ics.  .\mong  the  more  important  of 
these  are  a large  octavo  volume,  entitled  ‘‘.An  ( )riginal  History 
• f all  Religious  Denominations  in  the  L’nited  States”;  “Martyrer 
( leschichte,”  a translation  from  the  English  into  German,  his  first 
l)ublication  ; “C'ollection  of  Thirty  d'housand  Ndmes  of  (dr- 
man  and  other  Immigrants  to  1 ’ennsylvania  from  1727  to  1776"; 

1 he  W andering  .Soul,”  a translation  from  the  German,  and 
■ \\  ritings  from  ,\Ienno  .Simon,”  aiKgher  translation. 

Ik'sides  these  published  volumes,  there  is  much  manuscript 
m;iterial  \ et  on  hand  some  of  which,  especially  “.An  Original 
I'ireside  llistorv  of  ( lerman  and  .Swiss  Emigrants  from  1682 
to  is  of  great  interest  and  importance,  and  for  which  it 

IS  hoped  there  ma\'  \ et  be  found  a way  to  give  to  the  public. 
rini>  had  the  subject  of  our  notice,  through  a long,  lahoriou" 
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liio,  g^iven  to  the  public  much  that  is  of  ^rcat  value,  ami  also 
rescued  from  ('•blivion  much  that  may  yet.  in  the  hands  of  others, 
be  used  as  material  in  elucidatin°^  the  history  of  our  country 
and  especially  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  highly  appreciated  by 
a larj^e  circle  of  literar\  men,  and  had  bestowed  uiX5n  him  hon- 
orarv  membership  in  (piite  a number  of  the  prominent  literary 
and  historical  associations  of  the  country.  He  was  not  only  an 
eminent  scholar  and  histcmian.  but  was  also  a true  Christian. 


liis  parents  belonc;ed  to  the  Reformed  Church.  They 
earlv  consecrated  him  to  God  in  baptism,  and  "ave  him  a relig- 
ious training.  .After  attending  a regular  course  of  catechetical 
instruction,  he  was  confirmed  at  the  I'rieden’s  Kirche,  five  miles 
wi.>'  of  Harrisburg.  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  John  Winebrenner.  at 
that  ti.’-ie  the  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  H^risburg, 
and  of  several  churches  in  the  vicinity.  He  loved  the  Church 
of  his  fathers,  and  during  his  whole  lifetime  was  deeply  in- 
u-rested  m iier  welfare. 


He  was  married  julv  IQ.  1827.  to  Miss  Caroline  K. 
1 )e’.\ristides.  and  had  children:  Jane  K.  1'-.  (Covle),  dead; 
-\lcmda  Franiclina  ( I'ink  ) . living;  Fli^abeth  I..  (Hathawav), 
dead;  (.eurge  Washington,  dead;  Caroline  Katurah.  dead; 
Marv  \.  (Rebinson).  dead;  Calvin  O.  F,.,  dead;  and  Dr.  A. 
B.  t . dead  Prof,  ivupp's  iiKjther  was  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Boeshore  and  his  gramlmother  ( ieliz.abeth  Burst)  a daughter  of 
Michael  Burst." 

Proi.  Rupp  died  .Ma\  31.  1878,  and  is  buried  in  Moudt 
Moriah  Cenieter\ . Philadelpliia. 


*.Spc  Uiipp's  Jlistory  of  Berks  and  I.ehanon  Counties. 
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CiiAKi.Ks  A.  \\A  i: I II. 

( liarlo  Anmi.^tiis  W\cth.  snn  of  [ohn  W\ctli.  and 
1)0111  at  1 Itirnshiir^'.  .\oveinhcr  ii.  iSc)S.  uas  the  second  I*rm- 
e:pal_  of  .Swatarti  Collegiate  Institute. 

The  famiK'  is  of  Welsh  orij^nn.  and  the  name,  it  !.->  s.aid. 
was  orii.^inall\  S])elled  ('i\ueth,  hut  the  ntime  now  i>  W \ eth.  and 
i'-  common  toda\  in  ales  and  iMiL^land. 

Chancellor  ( leor;.,^-  Wveth,  of  \ irpdnia.  and  signer  of  the 
l)edaration  of  Independence,  i.'  said  to  he  of  the  same  tamih. 

■.Xicholas  W'\eth.  an  l^ni^lishman.  wtis  the  hrs't*  of  the 
hranch  of  our  subject  to  come  t('>  .\merica,  anrl  was  (Tue  of  the 
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fir>t  settlors  of  Cambrideje.'  Mass.  .\  house  there  owned  b\’ 
him  ill  iU4t  remained  in  the  family  for  ()vor  two  hunilred  years. 
ke\ . Charles  ,\.  Wyeth’s  grandfather.  Kbenezer,  participated  in 
the  h'^ht  at  C'onc(<rd  l*.rid"e,  where  once  the  embattled  farmers, 
"stoiid  and  fired  the  shots  heard  ronml  the  world."  Out  ot 
eicjht\ -t\\  (1  men  that  were  there.  there  were.  be- 
sides his  grandfather  (Rhenezer).  fi>nr  others  of 

the  name.  Rev.  Charles  .\.  Wyeth  was  descended  froin 
one  of  tlie  ('ildest  and  most  res])ected  I’nritan  families 
Ml  .\ew  I’ini^Iand.  Ilis  father.  John  Wyeth,  published  the 
)racle  ” at  1 larrisbnrjj.  which  was  the  first  newspaper  at  that 
place.  Me  (John)  was  also  the  first  postmaster  at  Harfisbnr<y. 
Pa.,  under  (ieorge  Washington.  He  was  a FVesbyterian.  and 
( )ctober  U.  1840.  was  licensed  to  preach.  From  ;i8^  to  1868. 
lie  was  engaged  jirincipally  in  teaching,  having  ch^rge^of  a num- 
ber of  academies  in  Pennsylvania,  and  five  years  fn  western 
reniKssee.  residing  in  the  latter  state  from  1853,  until  jnsi  be- 
fore the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  succeeded  I’rof.  Rupp, 
at  the  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute,  at  Jonestown,  and  had 
charge  of  it  from  i860  to  i8f36.  and  afterwards  of  the  Hunting- 
don, P.'..  .\ca'lem\-  from  i86T)  to  i8T)8.  He  then  reniiived  t(.> 
Harrisburg.  Pa.,  and  June  26,  1870.  was  installed  as  Pastor  of 
.'Seventh  Street  (now  Convenant ) Presbytesian  Church,  cou- 
imuing  m that  relation  until  June  12.  1883,  when  he  resigned  ou 
account  of  ad\auced  \ears  and  enfeebled  health: 

\\  hen  he  left  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute,  in  i8fy).  the  jiat- 
rons  were  loath  to  accept  his  resignation  and  to  part  with  such 
an  excellent  teacher  and  worthy  man.  His  assistant  teachers 
while  in  charge  of  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute  were  Charles  S. 
Wyeth.  Mi  ss  Penarda  Hocxl.  Music;  and  Miss  Helen  .Ann 
( rain.  .Music  and  Drawing 

He  was  not  much  given,  to  .social  diversions,  in  order  to 
give  him  more  time  for  his  lKK>ks.  He  was  a man  of  scholarp- 
attainments/  well  equipped  for  hi.s'  profession,  a'nd  wa.^  fre- 
(luentK  c insulted  b\  his  fellow  clergymen  and  teachers. 
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1 le  was  especially  well  known  as  a linguist,  and  even  among 
h4  l^eers  was  considered  an  authority  in  matters  pertaining  to 
thf  Latin,  (ireek  and  Hebrew  languages.  He  was  a famous 
pedestrian,  and  at  one  time  took  a ct^ntimious  tramp  of  five 
hundred  miles. 

I hose  scholars  and  yiumg  people  w ho  knew  him  remember 
well  the  evenings  spent  in  the  main  schoid  room  of  ihe  Institute, 
ill  pleasant  conversation,  which  alwtiys  was  also  of  an  instruc- 
tive nature,  llv  wav  of  diversion  from  his  studies  and  work, 
he  and  his  wife  often  ti>ok  part  in  the  s|)orts  of  younger  people 
around  them,  such  as  charades,  blindman's  bufif.  etc.,  rivaling 
the  young  amongst  the  youngest.  The  stories  told  evenings 
made  even  the  younger  children  who  could  hardly  read,  better 
accpiainted  with  the  geography,  biography  and  history  of  the 
Kibie  than  maMv  adult  Christians  now  know  these  or  give  evi- 
dence of  knowing  them.  .Acquaintance  with  Roman  and 
( Irecian  histor\  and  mvtlmlogv  and  L uited  Sttites  histor\'.  ob- 
tained in  the  .same  wav.  was  such  as  we  now  know  few  children 
to  ])ossess. 

.Among  his  admirers  w:is  Rev.  Dr.  l lenry  Harbaugh,  one 
of  the  most  noted  ministers  -of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
I 'uited  States,  with  whom  ac(iuamtance  began  in  Lewisburg, 

I ’a.,  and  was  personalK'  renewed  thirteen  vears  later,  (luring  t!ic 
lime  Dr.  Harbaugh  had  charge  of  St.  John’s  Retormed  church. 
Lebanon.  La. 

L poll  one  occasion  Rev.  \\  \ eth.  w ho  \\as  then  Principal  of 
the  .Sw  atara' Collegiate  Institute,  paii.l  a visit  to  IV.  Ceorge  Ross, 
at  Lebanon,  and.  in  course  of  a comersatiivn.  said  : "Do  vou 
know  Dr.  Harbaugh?"  Dr.  Ross  replied  in  the  aftirmative. 
Mr.  W yeth  then  said  ; "Let  us  pay  him  a visit  ; I used  to  know 
him  when  he  resided  in  Lewisburg.  Pa.  ' During  this  call  on 
Dr.  Harbaugh  the  latter  sliowed  them  the  poem.  "Pits  . lit  Schul 
/ / ati  -V  till  dcr  Krii'k."  and  read  it  to  them.  He  then  stated  that 
he  had  written  it  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  .Sehat'f.  who  wa.^ 
making  a return  vi<it  to  ( leniiany  :md  w i.^Iied  to  t.'ike  w ith  him 
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^omcthini;  •writttMi  in  tlie  -l'cniisytvania-(  ,cnnan  langiia^rr  (dia- 
lect). rn  (^rdcr  that  lie  niiydil  retul  it  to  his  I'riends  and  sh(n\  them 
die  ])eenliarit\’  ot  the  lan.miaye.  • ' 

4 liat  was  the  tirst  ai)])earance  ot  tiie  poem  which  lias  ^iiu-e 
hecome  fanunis  and  .was  atteruards  |)uhlished  in  the 

‘luardian."  a nionihlv  inihlietitioii  edited  hv  Dr.  I farhanu;h. 

.\  little  occurrence  in  the  way  of  a hi-jday  told  h\-  a friend 
of  Mr.  \\  \etli.  occurred  durinii’  the  latterN  hoxhood.  die  relafion 
of  which  here  niav  not  he  aniis>.  'This  man  said  that  he 
I Wyeth)  was  yiven  to  occasional  outhretiks  of  mischief.  When 
he  became  ti  Christian  and  determined  to  study  for  the  ministrw 
this  frieiiil  of  Mr.  Wyeth  meetinj:::  him  in  the  market  plfTce.  1 lar- 
nslniry:’.  s;iid  ; ".Xiimistus,  you  and  I ha\  e done  a i^ood  mam 
had  thiiiiys  here.  Do  vou  remember  we  stooil  her4  and  stoned' 

s windows  :'"  "X'es.  " said  Mr.  Wyeth.  ".Xad  don’t  vou 

think,  as  Christians,  we  ouj^ht  to  confess  our  sins?'”  'Wes." 
ayain  said  Mr.  Wyeth.  The  way  continued:  ".\uyustus.  .'■up- 
p *se  that  here  and  now  we  iniblicly  confess  our  siiis  and  ask 
< .od’s  pardon.  " d'his  was  prettx  touyh.  but  Mr.  Wveth  con- 
sented. I'.ut  his  friend  evasivelv  rej^lied  : "Well,  .\uyustus.  a^ 

\ ou  are  yc)iny  t.j  he  ;i  minister  of  the  (iospi.!.  1 think  vr)u’d 
better  do  the  confessiny  and  iirayiny."  .Vnd  Mr.  Wvi-th  did. 

lie  marriol  .Miss  .\deline  Sjietdfer.  .May  \J>.  1842  and  had 
these  .children  : C harles  S..  .8nsan  fl.  ( died  Inlv  20.  184:;). 
.Mar\-  1...  .\nnie  I',  (died  Sept.  4.  l8</)).  Donylas  R..  aiul  h?mma 
(C  (died  ( )ctober  2^.  .Mrs.  W\eth  was  a danyhter  of 

.Maior  flenry  j.  Sheaffer,  a yallant  st^Idier  of  the  1071)1  Iveyt.. 
l’;i.  \ ols..  in  the  Civil  War.  and  was  elected  sheriff  of  Dauphin 
Countv  and  commissioned  .Vovember  2<>.  1872.  serviny  his  term 
Ilf  three  \ ears. 

The  last  >ea-r.s  of  .Mr.  Wyeth’s  life  were  spent  in  the  Imme 
of  his  danyhter.  .\nnie  I'rances  W yeth  (oMrs.  Dr.  lohn  Curwen  ) 
at  Warren.  I'a..  wdiere,  after  a number  of  paralytic  strukes,  he 
dieil  Auyust  i.  1880.  ayed  80  years.  8 niunths  anil  2 1 d;i\  s,  | [^■ 
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was  buried  in  Mount 'Kalmia  Cemetery,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Mrsf  Wyeth  died  Deceml)er  25.  1886,  and  is  buried  in  the  same 
cemetery. 

The  average  ages  of  the  si.K  Wyeths  from  Xicholas  to 
Charles  .Augustus  was  72  years  and  2 n 


Wyeth,  a year  or  two  before  his  death: 


Let  howling  storms  enshroud  my  sky. 
riireat'ning  with  billows  dashing  high, 

-\ly  bark  to  overwhelm ; 

Then  keen-eyed  Faith  discerns  a form 
Steering  the  vessel  through  the  storm, 

’ I'is  Jesus  at  the  helm. 

Dear  Lord,  for  what  of  weal  or  woe 
Awaits  *my  journey  here  below. 

Let  present  grace  be  given. 

Fully  this  truth  be  understood. 

Sunshine  and  storm  alike  are  good, 

.\fid  help  me  on  *to_  Heaven.. 

In  each  event  of  life  I trace 
Tfie  rulings  of  Thy  wonderous  grace ; 

How  strange  Thy  love  to  me! 
riiy  goodness  past  an  earnest  is 
Of  what  shall  be  my  future  bliss 
Throughout  eternity. 

When  chilling  death  shall  o'er  me  creep, 

■May  I,  dear  Saviour,  fall  asleep 
LTon  Thy  gentle  breast. 

For  there  secure  from  all  alarm, 

Protected  by  Thy  mighty  arm, 

Aloyie  is  perfect  rest. 

.\nd  when  th’  archangel’s  trump  shall  sound 
To  wake  the  dead,  may  I be  found 
With  them  whom  Thou  wilt  save; 
Shouting,  “.All  hail!  Thou  glorious  King, 

Who  plucked  from  Death  his  cruel  sting, 
.And  burst  thy  bars,  O Grave!” 


The  followitig  poem  was  written 


45 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Just  a few  days  before  his  death  he  also  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing : 

INVOCATION  TO  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

Come,  Holy  Spirit,  come 
With  renovating  grace. 

Come,  make  my  heart  Thy  home, 

Thy  constant  dwelling  place. 

The  inborn  germs  of  sin  consume, 

Cause  fruits  of  grace  instead  to  bloom. 

Diffusing  fragrance  from  the  tomb, 

Incense  from  earth  to  heaven. 

I have  no  power  or  skill  my  own 
To  cleanse  my  heart,  or  keep  it  clean, 

’Tis  Thine,  dear  Lord,  and  Thine  alone, 

To  break  the  reigning  power  of  sin^ 

Be  ever  present  at  my  side, 

For  all  that’s  needful  to  provide. 

And  over  every  thought  preside, 

My  comforter,  my  strength  and  guide. 

The  compass  needle  knows  no  rest 
Till  tremblingly  it  makes  the  pole, 

So  by  Thy  mystic  power  imprest. 

My  Jesus  all  my  heart  control. 
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Rev.  Emv.vRD  J.  Kooxs. 

Rev.  Edward  J.  Koons,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
Kuntzs,  was  born  at  York,  Pa..  March  12,  1830.  He  attended 
the  public  schools,  and  afterwards  learned  the  carpenter  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  several  years,  but  finding  it  uncongenial,  he 
commenced  to  study  for  the  ministry. 

He  then  entered  the  Pennsylvania  College  at  Gettysburg, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1858,  and  in  1859  licensed  as 
Lutheran  minister  by  the  Synod-  of  that  Church.  He  accepted 
a call  from  VVhitemarsh,  Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
served  from  i860  to  1863,  and  from  1863  to  1865  had  charge  of 
St.  Matthew’s  Church  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  After  this  he  was 
the  Principal  of  Collegiate  Institute  from  1865  to  1867,  and 
served  as  Vice-President  of  Muhlenberg  College  from  1867  to 
1869,  both  institutions  at  Allentown,  Pa. 

From  1869  to  1870,  he  was  the  editor  of  the  “Allentown 
Daily  News,”  and  then  moved  to  Jonestown. 

In  August,  1870,  he  purchased  the  Swatara  Collegiate 
Institute,  Jonestown,  succeeding  Rev.  Charles  A.  Wyeth  as 
Principal,  and  continued  as  such  until  1880. 

In  the  year'  1875  of  this  period  the  building  was  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt,  and  then  named 
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‘‘Heilman  Hall."*  as  shown  in  that  i)art  of  this  paper  descriptive 
of  “Swatara  Collegiate  Institute."  ? 

In  1S7O  he  united  with  the  Protestant  h.i)iscopal  Church, 
and  in  1877  was  a candidate  for  1 loly  ( frders.  mid  ordained 
Deacon  June  2.  1878,  in  Christ  Church.  Reading,  Pa.,  bv 
lUshop,  the  Right  Rev.  M.  .-\.  DeWolf  Howe,  D.D.,  U..D.,  of 
the  Diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  year  1878,  St.  Mark's  Churcht  was  erected  on 
South  Lanca.ster  street.  Jonestown,  under  his  personal  direc- 
tion. Of  this  he  served  as  the  pastor  until  the  spring  of  1880. 

He  then  became  one  of  the  assistant  clergymen  .afa-Trinity 
Church.  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  about  the  same  time  (1880)  he  was 
advanced  to  the  Priesthood  by  Bishop  Howe.  | 

In  1882.  he  took  full  charge  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Miners- 
ville.  although  he  had  been  giving  service  there  befbre.  as  as- 
sistant at  Pottsville. 

In  ()c;ober.  188B.  he  left  .Minersville.  and  became  rector 
of  St.  Ciabriel’s  Church.  Douglasville.  Berks  County.  Pa.,  where 
he  remained  until  some  time  during  the  convention  year,  1889. 
when  in  March  or  the  .brst  of  -April  of  that  year  he  left  this 
Diocese  and  went -to  Christ  Church,  at  Islanc}  Pond.  Vermont. 

In  these  pastoral  fields  he  was  e.xtremely  successful,  but  at 
the  cost  of  impairing  his  health,  to  meet  which  he  sought  a pas- 
toral field  less  laborious,  which  he  found  at  Island  Pond,  in  the 
bracing  air  of  Vermont.  During  the  short  time  he  was  there 
he  made  a favorable  impression  on  those  of  the  clergy  who  -had 
come  to  know  him,  as  well  as  on  the  people  of-  his  charge,  bv 
whom  he  was  greatlv  respected  and  beloved. 


'Rev.  Knuiis  was  tl(C  architect  atiil  siifjcrviseit  irhc  work  in  everv  cletiif, 

tTlie  congrcKalioii  was  organize*!  in  iS7().  ami  services  were  !ieh[ 
''lleilnian  Hall,"  which  later  became  the  "Church  Home."  \fitr  completion 
Mark's  church,  the  services  were  held  there. 
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*4he  first. record  of  baptism  made  by  him  at  Island  Pond 
bears  ^date  April  14,  1889.  When  his  health  began  to  fail,  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  for  medical  treatment,  but  without 
avail,  and  died  May  i,  1890,  at  Ridgwood  Sanitarium,  Wemers- 
ville,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  is  buried  at  York,  Pa. 

His  pastoral  relation  to  Christ  Church,  Island  Pond,  was, 
however,  left  undisturbed  until  his  death,  and  his  people  there 
still  speak  of  him  as  a sincere  Christian  and  a faithful  priest,  in 
whom  they  came  to  be  interested,  and  still  hold  him  in  loving  re- 
membrance. 

He  was  easy  of  approach,  highly  endowed  intellectually,  a 
pleasant  conversationalist,  a man  whose  expressions  conveyed 
instruction,  and  exercised  an  influence  directly  upon  his  intimate 
associates,  and  indirectly  on  all  literary  people,  many  of  whom 
held  him  as  a man  of  high  intellectual  attainment. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Rebecca  Weigle,  of  York, 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  witliOut  children. 
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kov.  Alfred  M.'  Abel,  born  at  lUitfalo,  X.  Y.,  November 
1,  r^%4.  moved  into  the  buildinu^  formerly  known  as  “Heilman 
Hall,*  but  later  converted  into  a Church  Home  for  children; 
the  building  having  been  bought  by  Mrs.  William  Coleman  and 
donated  to  the  Episcopal  Church  for  the  purposes  of  such  a 
Home,  as  stated  in  the  account  of  Swatara  Collegiate  Institute. 

He  was  ordained  Deacon  in  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Philadel- 
phia, Trinity  Sunday,  June  7-  1857,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Alonzo 
Potter.  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  upon  duty  at 
Hope  Church,  Mount  Hope.  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  the  second 
Sunday  after  Trinity,  June  21,  1857. 

His  first  service  at  Lebation  was  in  a private  room,  on  the 

% 

afternoen  of  November  8.  1857.  the  22nd  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
The  co’igregatiou  there  was  the  first  Episcopal  congregation 
established  at  Lebanon,  and  was  organized  by  him  by  the  elec- 
tion of  a vestry.  .August  16,  1858.  and  named  Christ  Church. 

which  later  was  changejl  to  St.  Luke’s. 

• _ ■ 

__thi  January  17.  1878,  Rev.  .Abel  tendered  his  resignation 
to  the  vestrV  of  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Lebanon,  to  take  efifect 
I'ebruary  i.  1878,  he  having  accepted  work  in  Washington 
Territorv  (now  State),  inider  Bishop  Morris,  of  Oregon. 

.Accomjjanied  bv  Miss  .Vngeline  I.  Conklin,  he  sailed  on  the 
steamship  "Oregon,’’  h'ebruary  16.  1878.  for  Portland,  (Dregon. 
went  tlirough  the  Strait  of  .Magellan,  and  reached  Astoria. 
()regon,  on  I'.aster  Dav.  .April  21.  1878.  after  aT)5  days’  voyage. 

He  took  charge  of  St.  John’s  Church,  at  Olympia,  and  St. 
Paul’s  Church.  Tacoma,  Washington  Territory,  holding  the  first 
service  in  St.  John's.  ( )lympia,  on  the  first  Sunday  after  Easter. 
-April  28,  1878.  He  left  ( )lympia  for  the  East.  .August  26.  1881  ; 
leaded  froni  Portland.  Oregon-,  on  the  steamer  “.State  of  Cal- 
ifornia" for  .San  I-'rancisco.  .\ugust  31.  1881.  reaching  San 
hrancisco  on  Fridav.  September  2.  1881.  (Dn  the  si.xteenth 
Simda\  atkr  I'rinitv  . ( )ct<  ber  2.  1881.  he  held  service  in  St. 
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Mark’s  C'liurch.  South  f^ancastcr  street.  Jonesiuwii.  and  luis  had 
eiiariic  of  it  since,  in  addition  to  his  duties  at  the^'hurch  Home. 

.\oveinbcr  id.  1881,  he,  witli  Miss  A.  1.  Conkliir,  who  liad 
been  appointed  bv  Rt.  Rev.  M.  A.  DeWolf  Howe,  D.D..  iJishop 
of  Central  Pennsvlvania.  Matron  of  the  Church  Home,  look 
possession  of  the  biiildinj,^  as  mentioned  before.  Tlie  first  two 
cliildrcn  received  at  the  Hi>me.  Laura  Smithers  and  her  brother, 
Robert  Smithers.  were  also  the  first  to  be  received  info  the 
church  bv  the  rite  of  confirmation  admini.^tered  Decembe-r  K>. 
,1881. 

I'.arly  in  January.  np2.  he  left  on  a t<»ur  ti^  h^urope  and 
certain  ( )riental  countries.  1 le  visited  the  chief  cities  and  i>Iaces 
<*f  the  Holy  l-aiul  mentioned’  in  the  Bible,  Ltjyut.  ( Irecce  and 
Italy,  arriving  home  the  latter  j>art  t>f  .M:ty.  * 

I'his  journey  was  of  great  value  and  interest  to  the  Home, 
as  well  as  an  advantage  to  Mr.  .-\bel.  in  that  he  brought  with 
him  souvenirs,  relics,  i>ictures  and  photographs  characterizing 
the  places  and  scenes  he  had  visited. 

.\fter  his  return,  he  gave  a series  of  lectures,  illustrated 
b'.  stereopticon  views,  which  were  greatly  appreciated.  'I'hese 
created  an  ardent  zeal  and  a lasting  imi)ression  upon  his  people 
and  others,  tuid  afforded  much  instruction  not  obtainable  from 
books.  'Hie  great  intluence  they  had  upon  his  people  worked  for 
good  and  tended  to  bring  them  in  closer  bonds  with  (iod. 
itence.  his  journey  was  both  useful  ami  profitable  to  the  people. 

Rev.  Mr.  .Abel  is  a finely  educated  gentleman,  a man  of 
rare  ability,  a devout ’Christian,  and,  like  all  true  Christians, 
goes  wherever  he  may  accomplish  good,  to  administer  to  peoj)le 
of  whatever  condition  or  character,  and  is  loved  and  respected 
b\  all  who  meet  him. 
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